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Moving from the traditional

“Parent-Teacher Interview” to the

“Parent/Student/Teacher Conference”

Follow up
After the
Interview

Developing an
Action Plan

The most important part of the meeting is
developing an action plan to support your
child's learning. Parent/teacher/student
commitment is critical.

■ Check that everyone involved under-
stands the plan and their role. If it is not
clear, further discussion is required.

■ Decide how best to stay in touch, such
as; phone calls, notes, planners/agendas or
additional meetings.

Further Steps

If you continue to have questions or
concerns that are not addressed at the end
of the first conference, you should make a
request for another meeting as soon as
possible. Involving other staff members
(guidance, learning resource teachers, vice-
principal, principal) may help to resolve the
outstanding issues. A plan can then be
successfully developed and implemented.

www.bwdsb.on.ca

Follow up is important for everyone
involved. Remember, it's okay to let a
teacher know that you may have follow up
requests or questions.

Remember to:

■ Review the plan with your child

■ Begin the actions to which all of you
agreed

■ Check with your child to discuss their
progress

■ Stay in touch with the teacher to discuss
your child's progress

■ Express your appreciation to your child
and the teacher(s) as progress is made

■ Celebrate successes

In summary, meeting with your child's
teachers can and should build strong
parent-teacher partnerships. By participating
in conferences and establishing good
relationships with teachers, you can help
your child have a great school year.

Go to www.bwdsb.on.ca and click
on the Assessment for Learning icon

for more ideas on improving the
parent/student/teacher conference

or contact your school.



Questions

Make your appointment

Ask for additional time if you feel it will be
needed. Give the teacher advance notice of
issues you wish to discuss. This will  help
make the most of your time together to
improve your child’s learning.

Academic Achievement

Ask questions about school and more
importantly, listen. What do you think are
your child’s strengths, and areas requiring
improvement? What does your child think?
Why? What subjects do they like? Why?
Make sure your child understands your
meeting is to help.

Sharing Information & Setting Goals

Create a list of topics to discuss, questions to
ask and information to share. Working
together, develop goals for improving
achievement. Identify steps to be taken both
at home and school to achieve these goals.

Learning Skill Achievement

Assess your child’s learning skills. Assist them
in identifying areas of strength/weakness.
Help your child prepare to set goals for
improvement.

Talk to your child

■ What skills and knowledge will my 
child be expected to master this year?

■ What kinds of projects and            
assignments have been planned?

■ How will my child be evaluated?

■ How will I know what homework has 
been assigned?

■ How long should my child be
spending on homework (on average)? 

■ What can I do to help my child with 
subjects that seem to be difficult?

■ How can I help with studying? 
Preparing for class? Improving the work?

■ Does my child participate in class
discussions and activities?

■ Is my child in different classes or 
groups for different subjects? Which 
ones? How are the groups determined?

■ Has my child missed classes?

■ Have you noticed changes in my 
child's performance and/or behaviour?

■ How well does my child get along 
with others?

■ How are you measuring my child's 
progress? (i.e. tests? portfolios?
projects? performances?)

■ What kinds of tests do you give?

■ What do the tests show about my 
child's progress?

■ How does my child handle taking 
tests?

■ How often do you usually assign 
homework?

■ What types of homework assignments
can I expect to see?

■ What can I be doing at home with my
child to reinforce what you're teaching
in class?

■ How can we work together to help my
child?

… about your child…about teacher’s methods

Name of
Process??

Questions for the
teacher...

Watch your child

Plan with your child


